Al FOR OPTIMIZING
SALES PROCESSES

WHY IS THIS TOPIC
IMPORTANT?

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are often
confronted with complex challenges in day-to-day
sales. In addition to organizing marketing activities,
ensuring customer reach, and complying with
occupational safety regulations, they must also secure
the efficiency of internal processes. Routine tasks
such as inventory control, reordering, or customer
communication consume time and resources that
could be better used for strategic activities. Here, Al
can provide decisive support: it enables real-time
monitoring of stock levels, identifies bottlenecks at an
early stage, and delivers forecasts on optimal
production quantities. This helps avoid overstocking,
ensures product availability, and relieves staff from
time-consuming routine tasks - ultimately increasing

efficiency and customer satisfaction. WHAT ARE THE
POTENTIAL USE CASES?
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Photo: GaudiLab/shutterstock.com Al can automatically monitor inventory by analyzing
current stock levels in real time and detecting
deviations from target quantities. Shortages or
surpluses are identified early, allowing the Al to
propose timely reorders and prevent interruptions in
the sales process. At the same time, Al analyzes
customer purchasing behavior, taking into account
historical orders, seasonal fluctuations, and individual
preferences, to create personalized offers that
enhance the relevance of customer engagement and
strengthen loyalty. Al-powered chatbots and
automated email systems handle recurring customer
inquiries, such as product availability, delivery times,
or standard product information. This relieves the
sales team, allowing them to focus on more complex
consulting or sales tasks.
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Al IMPLEMENTATION:
PRACTICAL EXAMPLE

A bakery in Franconia, a traditional craft business, is using
Al in an innovative way to optimize its operations. The bt
managing director introduced Al-powered self-service
shelves with scales to monitor bakery stock in real time. -
This technology enables precise tracking of when shelves
need to be replenished and which products are in
particularly high demand, significantly improving efficiency
and resource utilization. The Al analyzes various data
sources such as day of the week, time of day, and weather
to make predictions about customer behavior. This helps
the bakery plan production based on actual demand and
reduce food waste. The Al acts as a virtual sales manager,
supporting daily production planning and optimizing the
sales process. The integration of these technologies also
addresses the shortage of skilled workers in the baking
industry and demonstrates how modern technologies can
be applied in traditional crafts to boost competitiveness.
Overall, the bakery serves as an example of how craft
businesses can not only increase efficiency with Al, but also
develop innovative solutions for customer service and

inventory management. WHAT NEEDS TO BE
CONSIDERED?

When introducing such technologies, several factors must
be taken into account. First, an appropriate technological
infrastructure is required, along with the necessary
software for data analysis, to operate the Al-powered self-
service shelves effectively. The company should also ensure
that the Al contributes not only to stock monitoring but
also to optimizing production planning. A key aspect is
employee training: staff must be able to understand and
effectively use the new systems. Since Al analyzes personal
customer data, the company must ensure that all collected
data is securely stored and processed in compliance with
legal requirements. Special attention should be given to
integrating Al technology into existing workflows to avoid
operational disruptions. It is important that employees
understand how the technology supports them in their
daily tasks. Continuous analysis of results enables
adjustments and ensures that the technology delivers the
R SMES intended outcomes.

Photo: Nestor Rizhniak/Shutterstock.com

[4 i it A Siam/Shutter: com

AlF,

Co-funded by the

O WWW.AI4SMES.EU European Union




